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Outdoor Recreation Opportunities are

Abundant in Ulster County

Approximately:

255,000 acres of protected lands are open for recreation
(35% of the land in Ulster County)

155,000 acres of those are state-designated as
“forever wild” (21% of the land in Ulster County)

11,000 Acres of “flat water” are open
500+ miles of multiple use trails are open
40+ miles of Hudson River shoreline

90+ Municipally-owned parks and areas open for outdoor
recreation (does not include NYCDEP lands)

7.7 miles (77 acres) of Public Fishing Rights
17 of 35 Catskill High Peaks
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Wanna go hike somewhere different?

Or better yet, your B&B guests just asked you to
recommend a place to go hiking that has X, Y, and Z?

Get out your “box of maps” and start digging....

Who owns that parcel of land again?
Wasn’t it New York something...
State DEC....State Parks ... City DEP...New Jersey Trail Conference...

Nope, maybe it was Hudson
something....

Scenic....River Valley
Greenway....River Estuary Program...

New Jim Smith Memorial Lean-to near Pine Hill

Well, I'd betteriook ondine..”..
And if you-click-arouna‘€nougty you will find a few interactive mapping
websites, but nothing overly COMPREHENSIVE or even that USER-
FRIENDLY



Other Interactive Mappers:
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Other Interactive Mappers:

) Use the State Lands Interactive Mapper, - NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation - Mozilla Firefox
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1,000s of Acres of Accessible Lands...with Many Different Owners!

e NYSDEC (Forest Preserve [Wilderness, Wild

Forest, Primitive Bicycle Corridors, Intensive Use

Areas, Administrative Areas), Wildlife Management Ol

Areas, State Forests [Unique Areas, Multiple Use
Areas]....

e NYSOPR&HP
 NYCDEP [Public Access Areas, Entry By

Permit]

e USF&WLS (Shawangunk Grasslands

National Wildlife Refuge)

o 22 Different Municipalities
with Recreation Lands!

— (Denning & Hardenburgh do not)

 Ulster Cou nty (Ulster Landing
Sojourner Truth Park)

« Woodstock Land Trust

« Wallkill Valley Land Trust

 Kingston Land Trust

e« Scenic Hudson

e Mohonk Preserve

« Esopus Bend Nature Preserve

 Frost Valley YMCA

« Open Space Institute

 Nature Conservancy

TOO CONFUSING'

For both Tourists and local residents

Most people don’t really care who
owns or maintains these accessible

lands, they just want to know what
they can and can't do there, what
the highlights/uses are, and how to
access it!

Forest Preserve
Land Classes

Primitive Bicycle Corridor
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And the subsequent need for REConnect
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2007 Ulster County Open Space Plan

Goal 1: Plan for and create additional Recreational opportunities -
Recommended Actions included:

Priorities include:

Linking the Shawangunk Ridge and the Catskill Park lands; Completing rail trails throughout the county

so there are no gaps; For the Catskill Forest Preserve, support linkages of rail trail and non-motorized facilities
with the existing state trail network and an active recreation network for the Bluestone Wild Forest.

Identification and inventory of needs and gaps
(compare with SCORP index); ke PR
Detalleq mapping Of . . Phoenicia Overlook on the Tan Bark Trail
recreational resources — state lands, trails, county/city/
town/village parks, rail trails, fishing access, etc.




2007 Ulster County Open Space Plan

Goal 2: Promote and enhance greater access to existing
recreational resources - Recommended Actions included:

Map, alidade and view north from Red Hill Fire Tower




Purpose of REConnect

Roughly one-third of the lands and waters of Ulster County are
publicly-accessible for recreation. Other than the folks in this room -
most people don’t know where they are and how accessible they are.

Ulster County REConnect was an initiative of the County Executive.
Developed by UC Information Services, UC Dept of Environment, UC
Tourism, UC Planning Dept, and the UC Transportation Council.

GOALS:

-To strengthen the connection between residents and visitors to the fabulous
recreational opportunities that exist throughout Ulster County.

-Encourage residents to enjoy a healthy and active lifestyle by learning about and
ultimately making continued use of these resources that the county is so fortunate to
have.

- To provide a comprehensive database this of this information make it available 24/7
and be free of charge.

- To better direct residents and visitors to where they can find detailed and specific
information regarding their destination BEFORE they arrive there.




Creation of REConnect

Solicitation for Existing Data - Other partners in this endeavor (by generously

sharing their data):
— Esopus Creek Conservancy
— Finger Lakes Trail Conference
— Frost Valley YMCA
— Mohonk Preserve
— New York / New Jersey Trail Conference
— NYC Department of Environmental Protection
— NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
— NYS Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation
— Scenic Hudson

Identified gaps

Created the missing data

Data verification

Made needed changes .......... and launch



How to Use REConnect

3 “Views” — Street, Aerial, and Topo
Each view has either eight or nine “zoom levels”.

Within each of the four categories, multiple layers of information can be toggled on/off (by
expanding/collapsing each using the “+” sign at left).

RECREATION FISHING POINTS OF INTEREST ATTRACTIONS
swimming fishing access sites tourist info kiosks golf courses
boating public fishing rights lighthouses historic districts
camping fire towers

rock climbing covered bridges

parking notable peaks

trailheads scenic byways & scenic roads

trails

More detailed is available by clicking on the feature
Some of the layers listed above will turn on and off at various zoom levels.
Additional Ulster County REConnect functions include:

- Creating personalized bookmarks; Searching for a specific address;
Drawing / measuring distance; Printing customized maps.



@ Ulster County Recreation Map
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in the Town of Denning; also yellow-blazed
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Frost Valley trail network; The Finger Lakes Trail w/pop-up box; Aerial view




o Ulster County Recreation Map

County Exscutive Mike Heln

FishingAccess Sies
-

Public Fishing Righls

Fishing access sites and Public Fishing R
Creek; Customized “Esopus Creek PFRs” bookmark; Aerial view

Uigter County
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Wipodstock
Pragnicia

Esopus Creek PFR's
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@ Ulster County Recreation Map
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¢ Ulster County Recreation Map

LT Sodnty Executive Mike Hein

E s Fgfi Tt Aerial Streets
! QT Shokan
28

.- P
| 4
P

Reservoir

1 ot o)
-:} Ashokan

u Legend
2 Recreation

ALarm Hill Unil

220 Acres, Hurting and Hiking access; localed

P FaskAnd Ride
In the Town of Dilive !
NYCDEP - Public Accass Area

Parking

. Paved Parking

P Giravel | Dirt Parkng
realion nykes shbml

P NYCDEPAtess
Zaarm te

Trais

Hiking

NYCDEP Watershed Recreation Lands (permits required); Parking pop-up
w/additional info; Streets view



@ Ulster County Recreation Map
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Legend

Recreation

Historic Districts (pink); trails, swimming, golf courses, and notable peaks
layers displayed; Topo view




Layers we are considering adding

Waterfalls

Popular (&safe) bicycle and
mountain bike routes/trails

Popular cross-county ski trails
Wine Trails / Wineries
Pick-You-Own locations

Bus Routes and Stops

Shandaken Brook waterfall along County Route 47




Opportunities we are working on or exploring....

FEATURES & FUNCTIONS:

Allow Export of Customized Maps to PDF

PROJECTS / COLLABORATIONS:

Support the County’s Healthy Ulster initiative

Support Ulster County Tourism in developing
a Hunting Guide and updates to the
outdated Fishing Guide

Group hike to summit of Balsam Mountain

near Big Indian



What we could use your help with

Spreading the Word:

Help yourself to some just-printed (as in yesterday) palm-cards

Consider providing a link to www.ulstercountyalive.com/REConnect

- chances are very good that we already have one to you!

Keeping it Relevant
and Accurate:

Help us keep it “alive” by sharing

any updated data
- (NYCDEP has agreed to update bi-annually)

Provide us with any Comments,
Suggestions, Corrections,
Additions,

Deletions, etc

Help us determine what bike/ski
trails (for instance) should be
included

www.co.ulster.ny.us

Entrance Sources:

“nact
nnect

Aug 1, 2011 - Oct 23, 2011

Aug 1 Aug 8 Aug 15 Aug 22 Aug 29 Sep 5 Sep 12 Sep 19 Sep 26 Oct 3 Oct 10 Oct17
This page was viewed 817 times via 16 sources

Content Performance

Pageviews H évg Time on Bounce Rate % Exit $ Index

817 ageviews 100.00% 100.00% $0.00

% of Site Total: 817 00:00:00 Site Avg Site Avg Site Avg:

0.19% % of Site Total Site Avg: 39.32% (154.30 32.59% (206.83% $0.00 (0.00%)
0.29% ~ 0D:01:04
Source Pageviews Unique Avg. Time on Bounce Rate % Exit $ Index
Pageviews Page

ulstertourism.info 421 421 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00
(direct) 216 216 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00
ulstercountyalive.com 99 99 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00
shandaken.us 30 30 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00
google 10 10 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00
facebook.com 8 9 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00
ashokanstreams.org 6 6 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00

nycwatershed.org 6 6 00:00:00 100.00% 100.00% $0.00


http://www.ulstercountyalive.com/REConnect

www.UlIsterCountyAlive.com/REConnect
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REConnect

Main  About ;

Welcome to Ulster County REConnect!

Ulster County is rich in recreational resources. In fact, roughly one-third of
the lands and waters of Ulster County are publicly-accessible for recreation.
Ulster County REConnect includes the lands and waters of Ulster County
that are open for enjoyment and exploration by the public, and much, much
maore. For the first time ever, all of this information is available online - in one
place, and free of charge.

The purpose of this interactive mapping tool is to strengthen the connection

between Ulster County residents and visitors to the fabulous recreational

opportunities that exist throughout Ulster County, MY, It is our hope that Ulster

County REConnect will also encourage our residents to enjoy a healthy and

active lifestyle by learning about and ultimately making continued use of the
~ Dontshow again
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Ulster County Department of
the Environment

Contact Us

Name Title Phone #
Amanda LaValle Coordinator 845-338-7455
Aaron Bennett Deputy Coordinator 845-340-3522
Amanda Wolfson Environmental Resource Technician 845-338-7287

To email the Department of the Environment, please use environment@co.ulster.nv.us

Physical Address:

17 Pearl Street

Kingston, NY 12401

Phone: 845-338-7287

Fax: 845-338-7682

E-mail: environment@co.ulster.ny.us
Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Mon-Fri




Some ideas maybe collectively we could/should

pursue...

1999 NYSDEC Catskill Forest
Preserve Public Access Plan

— Recommended the creation and
marketing of Inn-to-Inn Trail Systems

— Couldn’t this work throughout the rest of
Ulster County?

Creation of trails / paths on
NYCDEP Watershed Recreation
lands

11,700 acres (50 parcels) [excludes waterbodies]

- use NYNJTC’s new “Community Trails”
program?

R e, I W

Bridal Veil Cove in West Shokan
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Now'’s the time to work together so we can fill in THE GAPS in what could
become the premier trail network in the northeast
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Red-blazed Onteora Lake Trail
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